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Dear Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to our Spring Edition of Restoring Connections,
highlighting the many memorable moments

shared at Restoration Academy throughout March
and April.

We began the month of March by celebrating the
anniversary of Restoration Academy with our annual

301 Day. This year, we honored our journey and growth by

wearing throwback uniforms and Restoration gear, reflecting
on how far we have come as a community. To continue
building connections, students and staff enjoyed an exciting
trip to Area53, where they engaged in team-building activities,
adventure challenges, and shared experiences that strengthened
community bonds.

Our March and April Town Halls showcased just how
staff will go to foster student engagement and joy. In M.
we celebrated Pi Day in a memorable way, as select students
had the opportunity to toss shaving cream pies at our [
brave Principal and a few willing staff members. In
April, our Test Prep Rally brought energy and
excitement, giving students the chance to “Dunk the
Principal” in a real dunk tank. What an unforgettable way to
build motivation and school spirit!

Athletics are also on the rise at
Restoration Academy. Our inaugural

A Track and Field team has been actively
3 f competing in meets, demonstrating

_ determination and perseverance as they
race toward the finish line. Meanwhile, our volleyball team
made an impressive debut, winning their first official match
and setting a strong foundation for the seasons ahead.

As our seniors enter the final stretch of their middle school
journey, we celebrated Senior Week with a variety of engaging
activities to honor their contributions to our community.
Additionally, our 802 scholars participated in a Classic Harbor

Line Cruise through our partnership with Brooklyn Boatworks.

This experience deepened their understanding of maritime
engineering and supported their learning as they prepare for
the final stages of building their own boat to launch in June.

Magnet Minute

As a Magnet School, our programming and curriculum are
intentionally designed to reflect our theme of Global
Exploration and Innovation. One of our goals has been to
provide our scholars with opportunities t vel abroad
and engage in authentic global learning qmees
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Over Spring Break, Principal Simon anl\SI‘hgrﬁﬂa
Nyema Sanchez joined staff and students from tw%ther/
District 13 schools, Urban Assembly Unison School and

year, we proudly brought that vision to /1

The Dock Street School, for an international study
experience in Spain. Throughout the week, students
explored new cities, engaged with rich history and culture,
and participated in immersive learning opportunities that
broadened their perspectives and deepened their
understanding of the world.

Experiences like this reflect the core of our IB mission, as
students develop into globally minded learners who are
open to new perspectives and confident in navigating
diverse environments.

International Baccalaureate (IB) News
As the first accredited IB Middle Years Program (MYP) in
our district (and one of only a few in the city) we have
embraced the opportunity to open our doors and share our
journey with educators interested in learning more about
the IB framework.

As we believe learning is reciprocal, we understand that
each opportunity to host visiting schools through learning
walks and collaborative discussions not only supports
others, but also deepens our own understanding and
implementation of the IB philosophy. Through this
exchange, we continue to refine our practices and
strengthen our commitment to an IB philosophy

We were honored to host
Chalkbeat NYC for a tour and
discussions with staff and students as

An alternative to gifted
education: Why some NYC
schools are embracing
International
Baccalaureate

part of their research on IB in New -
York City public schools. The article,
published in April, highlightsour

IB MYP and reflects the meaningful

work taking place across our

community.
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Math Intervention

Math Enrichment at Restoration @
Academy is a key component of our targeted g ]
intervention plans designed to drive academic growth
and close learning gaps identified through ongoing data
analysis. Through small-group instruction and
innovative programming, we are able to provide
students with more personalized support tailored to
their specific needs.

One example of this work is our Virtual Math Program,
which offers tutoring sessions during the school day
through online instructional partners, supported by our
in-person teachers to ensure consistency and
engagement. In addition, our Saturday Math Program
has been a strong success, with students showing up
early and ready to engage in focused instruction,
practice, and skill-building designed to strengthen their
skills.

Together, these initiatives reflect our commitment to
meeting students where they are and providing multiple
pathways for growth and achievement in mathematics.

-
S Our SEL Snapshot

As we move into the final months of the school year and
warmer weather arrives, students often experience a shift in
energy, focus, and emotions. This can impact how students
engage, self-regulate, and interact with others.

As a school community, we are intentionally strengthening
our support for students’ social and emotional well-being
during this time.

Here’s how we are supporting students in school:
- Maintaining consistent routines and clear expectations
- Prioritizing relationship-building and community
« Providing opportunities for student voice and leadership
- Recognizing and incentivizing positive behavior
. Creating space for reflection and personal goal-setting.

As summer is rapidly approaching, now is a great time for
you to begin exploring summer enrichment opportunities
that will keep your child engaged and learning. During the
summer it is important for middle schoolers to strengthen
their sKkills, discover new interests, and build confidence
through meaningful experiences.

There are many excellent options available across Brooklyn
and New York City, including NYC Summer Rising and the
Summer Youth Employment Program (for those 14 and
over). We encourage you to look for programs that align
with your child’s interests-whether in STEM, the arts, or
athletics. When selecting a program, consider those that not
only support academic growth but also help them build
independence, collaboration skills, and confidence.

Be sure to explore options early, as many programs fill
quickly.

In addition to structured programs, you can support summer
learning through everyday experiences by visiting local
libraries, exploring parks, engaging in creative projects, and
encouraging reading at home.

Notes from the
Main Office
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e School starts at 8 am. Please make sure your child arrives
on time.

e Please support us by making sure your child is in full
uniform. Dress down day is on Friday!!

e Please join the PTA elections on Tuesday, May 12" from 4-
Spm (virtual)

e Annual Teal Carpet Ceremony will be held on Thursday,
May 21°" 4:30pm-7:30pm.

¢ Monday, May 25", Memorial Day: Schools Closed

* Wednesday, May 27", Eid ul-adha: HAPPY
Schools Closed. 9_ °
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